Sermon (Preached first on 30-Jan-2022):
Finishing Well Part 8 — Believe It: Scripture is Sufficient! (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

As we turn once more in our Bibles to 2 Timothy 3 | would ask the question of us, “As we enter the
remainder of a new year, what do we need to be doing to finish well?” If we would finish the course of
our Christian life well and fulfill the ministry given to us—whatever that might be—what should you and
| be looking to believe and establish and maintain in the warp and woof of our lives?

The issue of finishing well has been the broad focus of this series through 2 Timothy 3 as we have noted
Paul’s wise, fatherly, pastoral instruction to Timothy as Paul himself prepares to lay down his life for the
gospel. As he writes to Timothy he is concerned that, as he takes the baton to run the next leg of the
gospel ministry race, Timothy know how to conduct himself faithfully to serve the Lord Jesus by
shepherding the church entrusted to him. As he writes as Timothy’s father in the faith, Paul is concerned
with Timothy’s godly character and faithfulness in ministry. What we’ve seen in the past few sermons is
Paul’s encouragement for Timothy to follow his own faithful example, to prepare for persecution, and to
hold fast to the Scriptures. While Timothy’s ministry opponents continued to depart from the truth and
make shipwreck of their faith, Timothy was to remember his faithful teachers and continue in the sound
doctrine he had been taught by them. Only then could Timothy be found faithful to the Lord, following in
the pattern of the sound words that he heard from Paul, observing and teaching others to observe all
that the Lord that commanded. Paul provided sound counsel for Timothy. It’s also sound counsel for us!

We’ve parked for a while now on 2 Timothy 3:16—-17 and seen the scope and source of Scripture. Tonight
| want us to examine the sufficiency of Scripture. We’ve been equipped to understand what Scripture is
and where it comes from. | hope we’re confident in its power to transform, it’s authority to command,
and its trustworthiness to guide us as God’s people. | hope we’re convinced in light of these truths that
we should continue in what Scripture teaches. One of the things Scripture teaches of itself is its
sufficiency to guide us in all we're required to do as we serve the Lord. Because the Word of God is
(among other things) powerful, authoritative, and trustworthy, Paul says in verses 16—17 that it is
profitable for four particular things and therefore sufficient by itself equip the servant of Christ for a life
of faithfulness. | want us to hold fast to and walk in that truth tonight.

Our text for tonight is once again 2 Timothy 3:16—17 which says, ¢ All Scripture is breathed out by God
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, ¥’ that the man
of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.”

1. Who the Scripture equips.

The first point | would like us to see from this text tonight is who the Scripture equips. Paul tells Timothy
that all Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for certain things, that the man of God may be
complete, equipped for every good work. See in your Bible at verse 17 that Scripture equips the man of
God. The NIV uses the phrase “servant of God.” This phrase might bring to mind a faithful Old Testament
servant of God like Moses (cf. Deuteronomy 33:1) or David (cf. Nehemiah 12:36). The ESV translators do
pick that up in the footnote they give for this phrase, man of God. As Moses and David were charged
with leading their people according to the Word of the Lord and speaking forth his truth, so Timothy was
to do the same as he spoke for God in the context of the local church. In his first letter, Paul writes calls
Timothy a man of God. He says in 1 Timothy 6:11, “**But as for you, O man of God, flee these things.
Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness.” _ How do we
apply this passage to ourselves. Is the discussion of the sufficiency of Scripture even relevant to us? |
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think so! We may not all be pastors, but we are all called to a life of obedience to Christ as Timothy was.
Even as servants of God in the pew, we are to be engaged in many of the same things Timothy was. We
have a high calling as Christian parents to make known the Word of God to our children, don’t we?
According to 1 Thessalonians 5:14, as members of one another in the church we’re called to minister
God’s Word faithfully to the idle, the fainthearted, and the weak in our midst. Ephesians 4:15 says we’re
to speak the truth in love to one another. In some sense, we can all be considered men or women of God
who have been called to faithful ministry. The Scripture that Paul says was sufficient to guide Timothy is
sufficient to guide us as well.

What can we expect to see as we look at the man of God? Paul tells Timothy in verse 17 that, as a man of
God with the God-breathed Scriptures, he will be complete. This word speaks of competency or
adequacy for a particular task, in Timothy’s case the task of pastoral ministry. The Scriptures would make
Timothy proficient for the ministry tasks he was called to, not only guiding him in what to do, but also in
how to do it. We see this in passages like 2 Timothy 2:24-25: “** And the Lord’s servant must not be
quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, 2 correcting his opponents with
gentleness.” Paul tells Timothy, “correct your opponents, but do it with gentleness.” He says “endure
evil, but do it with patience.” Note that, as the sacred writings made Timothy proficient, so Paul’s
inspired words make us proficient for the works of ministry we’ve been called to.

With the Scripture in hand, Timothy would not only be complete (adequate), but also equipped or well
fitted for every good work. Verse 17 says this: the man of God may be complete, equipped for every
good work. Jay Adams notes that this term “described the efforts made to furnish a ship, so that no
matter what exigency might be encountered on its voyage, it would be equipped to meet it. The ship
owner tried to anticipate every possible problem ahead of time and rigged it out with gear calculated to
meet these.” | love that word picture! Paul assures Timothy as he exhorts him to faithfulness that all
Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable to equip him to deal with every situation he will
encounter as a faithful servant of Christ. It’s a comfort to consider that the One who breathed out the
Scriptures knows all things and has given His Word to equip his servants for every good work before we
even encounter it. If Timothy should encounter a broken marriage, division in the church, an unruly
teenager, a discouraged saint, one addicted to overeating or sex or alcohol or misusing money, or a
young man or woman struggling with who they were created to be, he would be fully furnished to
navigate that ministry trial from the Scriptures.

2. The good works for which Timothy needs equipping.
We've seen that the man of God is complete and equipped with the Scriptures, but what exactly is he
equipped for? Paul tells Timothy that the Scriptures from which he came to know Christ and in which he
should now continue are breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
and for training in righteousness in order that he might be proficient in and well fitted for the tasks he
would be called to as a faithful man of God. In verse 17 we see that every good work prepared for
Timothy by God could be fulfilled faithfully as Timothy looked to God’s Word as His guide. Paul makes
clear that there would be nothing that Timothy would be called to for which he would lack God’s
wisdom, because the Scripture was sufficient to equip him for every—not just some, but every!—good
work. Let me ask you to place yourself in timid Timothy’s shoes. Would you believe that? That’s a bold
statement, isn’t it? Surely there was some problem in Timothy’s ministry for which the Scripture would
be found lacking?

Let’s see about that as we consider what good works Timothy was called to as a pastor. Perhaps you’ll
see parallels to the things you and | are called to as a fellow servant of Christ. Paul had written his first
letter to Timothy to instruct him in how to manage well the household of faith, the church. He saysin 1
Timothy 3:14-15, “**| hope to come to you soon, but | am writing these things to you so that, *if | delay,
you may know how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living God,
a pillar and buttress of the truth.” As a man of God, Timothy would have been responsible to maintain
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good order in the church and instruct his people in godly living. He would have seen and learned Paul’s
way of ministry, which we see from passages like Acts 20:18-21. Addressing the elders at Ephesus Paul
said,

“You yourselves know how | lived among you the whole time from the first day that | set foot in
Asia, ¥ serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials that happened to me
through the plots of the Jews; 2 how | did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was
profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to house, % testifying both to Jews and to
Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.”

We see the purpose of Paul’s Christ-exalting ministry in Colossians 1:28. There he says, “?® Him we
proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone
mature in Christ.” As a model pastor himself, Paul’s ministry was centered on Christ and the gospel as he
laboured to admonish, encourage, and help those in his charge so that each person would come to know
Christ and be transformed into His likeness through the process we know as progressive sanctification, or
gradual growth in holiness as we work out or salvation as God works in us (cf. Philippians 2:12-13). This
process is described in Ephesians 4:20-24. Contrasting the Christian life with the old life in which the
ungodly still live, Paul exhorts the Ephesian believers,

20 Byt that is not the way you learned Christ!— 2! assuming that you have heard about him and
were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, 22 to put off your old self, which belongs to your
former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, 2 and to be renewed in the spirit
of your minds, 2*and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true
righteousness and holiness.

You see, each Christian is taught in Christ to put off those worldly attitudes and actions that offend God,
to be renewed in the spirit of his or her mind, and put on attitudes and actions that correspond
increasingly to the likeness of God who gives new life in Christ. As a faithful man of God, Timothy would
have to proclaim Christ from the Scriptures and apply God’s Word to his own life and the lives of those in
his care in order for him and them to be sanctified (made more holy) in the way described in Ephesians
4:20-24. This is the biblical model for change for every believer, something every servant of God should
be engaged in.

3. How the Scripture meets Timothy’s needs.
So Timothy, this man of God, was called to be faithful in the good works of Christian ministry. He had
ministry work to do for which he needed to be equipped as he made and matured disciples of Christ. |
want us to see next how Scripture meets those needs.

The process of change we saw just now necessarily involves an activity for which Paul insists the
Scripture is profitable: teaching. As a pastor himself, Timothy would have been a teacher. In 1 Timothy
3:2, Paul says a pastor must be able to teach. In 2 Timothy 2:24-25, as we’ve already seen, Paul says,

“24 And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently
enduring evil, 2° correcting his opponents with gentleness.” To Titus, another pastor, Paul writes, “But as
for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine” (Titus 2:1). In the passage we’re studying tonight Paul
lists teaching as one element of faithful ministry for which God’s breathed-out Word is profitable (able to
bear fruit).

Look at our text with me again, this time at verse 16 which says, “*¢ All Scripture is breathed out by God

and profitable for teaching, ...” What is teaching? It’s the action of imparting instruction or doctrine. This

would be a significant part of Timothy’s ministry as a man of God. Recall the commission given to all

Christians in all places at all times in this age. Jesus said, “*®* Go therefore and make disciples of all

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 2’ teaching them
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to observe all that | have commanded you” (Matthew 28:19-20). The Lord is very clear about what
Timothy was to teach people: the observance of all He had commanded them.” Where is that recorded
for us? On the pages of Scripture, the whole counsel of God. Certain things in Scripture were written
down for our instruction that we might be encouraged and warned according to Paul in

Romans 15 and 1 Corinthians 10. Timothy could be confident that all he and his people needed to know
for godly living was recorded in the sacred writings, which Paul said back in verse 15 “are able to make
[them] wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”

Let’s get back into our text. Remember that we’re looking at how Scripture meets the ministry needs of
the servant of God. We can imagine that, from time to time, Timothy would have to address sin in the
lives of his people. In their troubled marriage, a husband and wife may not have been displaying the
beauty of the relationship between Christ and His bride, the church. Their teenage child might be acting
out, disrespecting his parents and teachers, pursuing the fleeting pleasures of this world instead of
personal holiness. These parents have tried every self-help book on the shelf and cannot break through.
Perhaps in another case Timothy becomes aware of a divisive member in the church who sows discord
among the other members. In cases like this, what does Timothy need? He needs a clear standard of
right and wrong. He needs something that discerns the thoughts and intentions of the heart, something
that lays bear the souls of those in his spiritual care to reveal improper motives in their hearts and any
incorrect interpretations of the situations they might be in. Scripture is good to teach these things. But
he also needs these folks to be brought to conviction for their ungodliness, in order that change can
occur. Paul assures Timothy that all Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for just that!
Scripture, Paul says in verse 16, is profitable for reproof. This is another word for rebuke. Timothy’s wise
and Spirit-enabled application of the Scriptures would be able to bring a person to a state of conviction
as he or she recognized some area in their life that was not aligned with God’s will. His teaching would
lead to a realization of sin and remorse for it as the Spirit worked through the application of God’s
sufficient Word. We might think back to young King Josiah in 2 Kings 22 who, after giving instructions to
repair the temple in Jerusalem, was confronted with the freshly-discovered Book of the Law which his
fathers before him had ignored. 2 Kings 22:11 says, “* When the king heard the words of the Book of the
Law, he tore his clothes.” As he heard the law of God read and saw how the nation he ruled was sinning
against the Lord he came under conviction. The tearing of his clothes was a common sign in his day for
lament and remorse as he recognized the gravity of Judah’s sins against God. The Spirit would use
Scripture in the same way as Timothy held it out to those he led as he fulfilled his pastoral duties, leading
his flock through the process of sanctification, labouring to see Christ formed in each of them. Scripture
is profitable not only for teaching, but for reproof.
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Of course, if the man of God’s goal is proclaim Christ, to teach and admonish people toward Christian
maturity, we would hope that the Scriptures given to him for that task are useful not just to teach and to
reprove and to humble, but also to correct and make straight. More than just tearing down, the goal of
ministry is restoration and growth into the fullness of our head, Jesus Christ (cf. Ephesians 4:15). Paul
tells Timothy in verse 16, “*® All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof,
[and] for correction.” Scripture is profitable for correcting errors in thinking and behaviour so that the
repentant person can be restored to the place of pleasing God.' Timothy might say to the selfish
husband, “That’s no way to treat your wife, let’s look at how Christ loved His church and gave Himself for
her.” In patiently correcting the unsubmissive wife he might point to “how the holy women who hoped
in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting to their own husbands, as Sarah obeyed Abraham,
calling him lord” (1 Peter 3:5-6). Jay Adams says, “After knocking us down, the Scriptures set us up again
to walk in the path of righteousness. They wound, uproot, and tear down sin in our lives by reproving;
they bind up, plant the seed, and build the foundation for righteousness by correcting.”" So Scripture is
profitable for teaching, for reproof, and for correction.

According to verse 16 there is one more task for which the man of God must be equipped, for which the
Scriptures are profitable: training in righteousness. You see in Christian growth, teaching and reproof
and correction are necessary but not enough. Timothy would be ministering with the goal to help those
in his care not only to put off ungodliness, but to put on godliness. Remember the biblical model for
change: put off, be renewed in the mind, and put on. Timothy would need to be trained himself and to
train others in godliness; their lives would need to become disciplined for godliness. Their lives would
need to be structured around discerning the will of the Lord, making wise choices in the pursuit of
righteous conduct, “[presenting their] members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification,” as
Paul says in Romans 6:19. Perhaps he would exhort them, “?¢ Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun
go down on your anger, 2 and give no opportunity to the devil...  Let no corrupting talk come out of
your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those
who hear” (Ephesians 4:26, 29). With the Scriptures, Timothy was fully equipped to train the men, the
women, and the children in his care to make God-honouring choices and bear Christ’s image in every
aspect of their lives. Indeed, “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness. Since the Scripture is profitable for all these
things, Timothy would be complete (proficient) and equipped (fully furnished) for all the ministry work
he was called to as he proclaimed Christ in making and maturing disciples.

4. A challenge for us.
This is where the challenge comes in for us. As men and women of God today, we have just the same
promise. We're just as complete when we commit to forming our lives around what the Word of God
says. We're just as well fitted for fruitful and faithful ministry. We’re not all pastors—we’re unlike
Timothy in that respect. But we have been called to be faithful to the Lord, discerning the will of God and
walking in it. As a parent, as a spouse, as a worker, and as a member of this local church, you have all you
need in your Bible to guide you as seek to grown in godliness yourself and make and mature disciples for
the glory of Jesus Christ. We here tonight have the same promise that “All Scripture is breathed out by
God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the
man (or woman) of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.”

Do you believe that? Do you believe that, in the Scriptures, you have all you need to guide you in your
Christian walk? Let me test whether you truly believe that. Consider this question: When you're seeking
God’s will for your life—what job to pursue, which church to attend, how best to train your children, how
to navigate conflict in your relationships, how to come alongside someone with a life-dominating sin—to
what or to whom do you turn? When was the last time you asked, “What does God’s Word say about
this decision or this problem?”



Paul Tripp correctly suggests that we need to be allowing Scripture to influence our sense of identity; the
way we make decisions; the shape of our friendships; the way we approach our education; the way we
pursue our jobs and careers; the way we approach romance and marriage; the way we parent our
children; how we deal with conflict; how we handle success and failure; the things we do with our
money; where we look for fulfillment; how we deal with difficulty; the way we deal with media and
entertainment; and our relationship to the body of Christ." That is an excellent list of issues about which
Scripture says much! We need to be forming our lives around what our Bibles say about those things.
God’s Word says that Scripture is sufficient to guide the faithful believer. Since that is what it says,
should we not want our lives to be marked by a commitment to measuring everything finally by the
Scripture, and using the methods it gives for navigating life this side of heaven? Let me lovingly ask you,
Are you doing that, or are you seeking wisdom from elsewhere, outside of God’s Word? If you’re not
living with that commitment to Scripture, you may well say that you believe that it is sufficient—that it
provides all you need—but in practice you don’t actually believe it. You see, if we truly believe
something we will walk in such a way as to demonstrate it.

If you’re not living out the sufficiency of scripture, could | ask you why? One possible reason among
many is that we may not know how. Sometimes it’s not obvious how Scripture addresses a particular
struggle we have. Not everything is listed in the concordance, but that doesn’t mean Scripture is silent
on a particular issue! Sometimes we need teachers to show us how to connect the Word of God to the
issues we experience while we live in God’s world. And that’s OK! We’ve already seen that the Lord
equips His people with teachers. If you're struggling to see how God’s Word can speak to your struggles,
can | encourage you to ask for help? Pursue God’s wisdom to help in your situation. | (we) want your life
to be marked by a commitment to Scripture because our text tonight tells us that Scripture is all we need
to guide a life that is faithful to the Lord.

If you're already living this out—and | know so many of you are!—let me encourage you: press on in
that! Continue in what you have learned from God’s sufficient Word. Persevere in your ministry of God’s
Word in the lives of others! Brothers and sisters, believe it: Scripture is sufficient to guide a life that is
faithful to Jesus Christ. I've tried to show that from our text tonight. Press on in that truth. If we’re to
finish well as faithful servants of Christ, seeking to learn and to do the will of God, we need to walk in the
truth taught in our text tonight that we have all we need to guide us in our Bibles.'® All Scripture is
breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, 7 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” Let’s pray.



