
Concrete Love

Romans 12:13


	 It is amazing to look at these commands, because we recognize that they are 
the overflow of the truths that we learned from the opening 11 chapters. Romans 12:1, 
“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” 
Paul appeals to us based on the mercies of God that we are to live sanctified lives for 
the glory of God. We should be overwhelmed with what God has done so that it leads 
to loving service for the glory of God. And we are in this section of rapid fire commands 
that deals with with our relationships with the body of Christ. We can see that even in 
the verse that we will look at this morning. In verse 13 we see that we are to share with 
the needs of the saints. The saints of course are believers. 

	 And let me say that I have really enjoyed preaching and teaching through the 
opening 11 chapters. I find doctrines such as justification, sanctification, glorification, 
election and free will to be intellectually stimulating. I love to talk and discuss these 
subjects and truths with others. But here is the thing: just because we know a lot of 
doctrine does not mean that we will be sanctified or changed into the image of Jesus 
Christ. We think if we just know and give enough truth and exegete the scriptures well, 
and really explain doctrine then people will naturally change, and they certainly need to 
understand God’s Word to change. Jesus even prayed to the Father in John 17:17, 
“Sanctify them in the truth, you word is truth.” But there is the real danger in many 
good church of being theologically literature, being able to carry on deep conversations 
about heavy doctrines, and yet really not mature. Some find it really easy to read a 
book, but it is another thing to walk across the street or to get in your car and go to 
another brother or sister and enter into his or her life with all the problems and 
difficulties that they have. We have a difficulty taking the glorious doctrinal truths of our 
salvation and applying them so that they cause us to love others the way God loves us.

	 We many times say that is the pastor’s responsibility. We pay him to do that. And 
it is the pastor’s responsibility. Many pastors love to preach and teach, and they many 
times say that is my calling, and it is their calling, but they use that aspect of their 
calling to never get to know the sheep, enter into their lives and take their problems 
and burdens on them. But here is the challenge: ministry is not just for the pastor or a 
chosen few. Listen to 1John 5:1, “Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ 
has been born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has 
been born of him.” There is never a choice of whether to love God or love others. Our 
theology, if it does the great work that it is suppose to do in our hearts, and that is 
cause us to love God it translates and is seen felt, witnessed, heard, observed in the 
love for the saints. 

	 But the question is: can anyone see any evidence of your love for God through 
your love for others? Is it really seen in where you invest your money and even where 
you invest your time? Could it be that we love what Christianity does for us, maybe 
even the intellectual stimulation, rather than truly loving God and loving others? And 
you might be saying, hold on, this is getting a bit too personal and demanding. But I 
am not the one giving these commands. It is our great God. There are times where we 



just do not want to deal with people’s problems and the tangled mess that is in their 
live. But these commands are based on the mercies of God. Let me just ask you: do 
you love mercy? If we love mercy then we will lovingly be merciful people that will 
reflect the same mercy that we have been given through Jesus Christ. So what I would 
like to see and hear, and then take and do for the rest of your life are these two 
concrete ways that you can love others. We do not get to define how we love others 
but God defines it, and here are definitely two ways. 


1. We love through money. V.13a

	 Wow, that is an interesting way to describe money isn’t it? We love through 
money. Who would have thought that money could be a tool to love others? And think 
of it: money in and of itself is amoral - it is neither moral or immoral. Whether we have 
lots or little does not make us moral or immoral. But how we think about money, how 
we invest our money and spend our money really matters and shows where our lives 
lie. It was one of the most often talked about subjects that our Lord discussed. He 
didn’t try to come at it discreetly but was very bold, even telling the rich young ruler to 
sell all that he had and come follow him if he wanted eternal life. And money is a 
powerful thing. On one hand it can expose us to powerful temptations. 1 Timothy 6:9 
says, “But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many 
senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction.” 
Think how many relationships and lives have been ruined by money. Think of how 
much you think about and maybe even worry about money. Think of all the things that 
you dream about buying or owning or places you want to visit if you just had the 
money and the financial freedom. But on the other side money can be used for the 
advancement of the kingdom of God. And here is one thing money will do. It will 
expose your heart. There is no neutrality in your inner person when it comes to money. 

	 So think of this, because we give so little thought to verses like this and 
commands like this: “Contribute to the needs of the saints.” This is where money is a 
blessing. Think of it, Paul says in Acts 20:35, “In all things I have shown you that by 
working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the words of the 
Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” God 
has not made us containers for money where it just stops with us and it is spent on us, 
but he has made us conduits where money flows from us to the needs of others and 
for the glory of the kingdom of Christ. Paul says here to contribute to the needs of the 
saints, and the saints are believer in Christ. Money is not to pay for the kingdom of self 
but a blessing for the kingdom of God, to alleviate the needs of others and carry on the 
gospel commission. We are to think so differently about money that the world around 
us. The world looks at money as their joy, happiness, security and salvation. Most cling 
very tightly to it. Paul says when we come to a saving knowledge of Christ it effects 
how we think and spend and invest money. Listen to the change in Ephesians 4:28, 
“Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his 
own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need.” He 
does honest and hard work, so that we have to share with others. Is that the way that 
you think about money? Does God ever enter the picture when we think about money. 




	 And let me just give a couple observations. One is that this is a command. This 
is not optional. Paul is not giving advise, but commanding us to share with others. And 
it is amazing because this is the aspect of caring isn’t it. The meaning of contribute 
here is share. It means not just some of us but all of us should be doing our part in this 
ministry of giving. And sharing is not looking down on others or pitying others because 
they do not have much, but the meaning here is that I am willing to enter into their 
world of pain and suffering. I am willing to come alongside, and not just see their 
struggle but enter with them in their pain and suffering. This is fellowship with the body 
of Christ. This is caring for others. This is the Christ-centred love that we are to give 
others. And to enter into and alleviate the sufferings of others should cause us great joy 
that we can not only obey God in this area but also make much of him in the lives of 
others, by tangibly and concretely showing them the love of Christ. 

	 And here is my second point, because why are we not known for our giving? 
Why are we not known for living simple lives so that we might give to others? Many do 
not even regularly give to the church to support God’s church that really aides them 
and others in their spiritual growth, or they give so sporadically. And the excuse that 
they use is that they do not have much. After all the tithe is an Old Testament principle. 
They spend and spend and spend, and if they have any left over they will think of 
giving a portion of that to the church, and the advancement of the kingdom. They try to 
appease their heart that if they hear of a need that they would give, but when a need 
arises, such a van for the Hunters in South Africa, they let others do the heavy lifting. 

	 And money is a spiritual issue. And the thing that appeases our hearts is that 
word “need.” We never have enough money because we use that word so much for 
ourselves. Think how often we use that word: “I need this or I need that.” Paul David 
Tripp writes, “The majority of what we are able to tell ourselves we need, we don’t 
actually need. We all are very skilled at loading our desires into our need 
category, and once we have, we think it’s our right to have these things, and 
therefore it’s appropriate to do what is necessary to posses them. So we waste all 
kinds of money satisfying needs that aren’t really needs, all the while feeling quite 
comfortable because if it’s a need, it seems right to acquire it. So with closets 
bursting with more clothes than we can wear and refrigerators filled with more 
than we can eat and houses bigger than we actually need, we are still able to tell 
ourselves that we are needy. And because we have told ourselves that we are 
needy, we will spend more.” 

	 And all that spending does not satisfy. We look at what others have and what 
others are enjoying with their purchases and we think that we need them, and if we 
cannot get it we are envious and we covet. And then we wonder why there is no way 
that we could ever give either to the church or to others. Obeying this command and 
similar ones in the Word of God are just not a priority in our lives. We have not planned 
to be a blessing - to invest in his kingdom, but we have planned to spend. Think of it: 
where I spent my money this past month, could anyone look at all my expenditures and 
see anything that would indicate a love of God or a love of other? If you want to see a 
crisis of caring in the church it might be right where our wallets are. God has called us 
to love. Are you letting others do the heavy lifting of supporting the ongoing needs of 



the church? Do you ever save in order to give, or is it spend, spend, spend? This is a 
concrete way that God haas commanded us to love the household of faith. 

	 Think of it, because I know that this is convicting, but when I misuse money it is 
not because I am ignorant of the commands of Scripture. It is not that I need more 
knowledge or a theology of money. No, the reason why I misuse money is that at that 
moment I don't care what God says and has commanded. I want what I want now. 
That is the nature of sin. This is not an issue how much I have or someone has more. It 
is a heart issue. It is a love issue. But because of what Jesus has done, I can change. 
Because he is with me, I do not need to be enslaved to money, but I can really use it as 
a tool to love God and love others. Tripp also writes, “He knows that I can say that I 
believe in God yet live as if he does not exist. So, he has blessed me with his 
right-here, right-now grace. Yes, that grace forgives me, but it does more: it 
provides everything I need to live in the money crazy world in the way that I was 
designed to live. What is the sweetest gift of that grace? Well, the sweetest gift is 
not a thing; it is a person. God’s best gift is himself. He comes and lives inside of 
me so that when desire within meets temptation without, I will have just what I 
need to fight the battle. Money matters, but God’s grace matters even more. It 
alone provides both the strength and the freedom you will continue to need until 
the dangers of money are no more.” This is the life that we want, and this is the love 
we want to extend. 


2. We love in concrete ways through hospitality. V. 13b. 

	 Now this might be one that seems a little easier. We look at hospitality as just 
getting together with others through a time social interaction, light-hearted times just to 
enjoy one another’s company with one another. And I do believe this command is 
teaching the importance of social interactions with one another but it is more than that. 
The meaning of hospitality here would mean something a little different in the ancient 
world than to us. The meaning was to open your home up to strangers. Inns were very 
rare, expensive, and in many ways dangerous places. So believers would open their 
homes up to believers who were complete strangers in order to be a blessing to them. 
It was again another way to show a concrete expression of love to God and others. it is 
not easy to have strangers in your house, especially for an extended period of time. 
John writing to Gaius in 3 John 5-7 speaks of his practice of showing this exact 
hospitality, “Beloved, it is a faithful thing you do in all your efforts for these 
brothers, strangers as they are, who testified to your love before the church. You 
will do well to send them on their journey in a manner worthy of God. For they 
have gone out for the sake of the name, accepting nothing from the Gentiles.” He 
wanted nothing in return, but sought to be a blessing, an example of the love of Christ 
in the gospel. 

	 And it is to this love that we are called when we read, “and seek to show 
hospitality.” In other words, by seeking we are looking for opportunities to use our 
time and even our houses as a ministry tool to encourage other believers, and a wide 
variety of believers. Not just the ones that are naturally our friends and easy to get 
along with, but people from the household of faith that we might not normally associate 
with. We are all one in Christ. We want to encourage others. Again, it is not about us 



but about Christ. Jesus even in the midst of a parable says who is to be invited to the 
wedding feast, Luke 14:12-14, “He said also to the man who had invited him, ‘When 
you give a dinner or a banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your 
relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and you be repaid. 
But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and 
you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. For you will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the just.’” The meaning of hospitality is not primarily about us and the 
people like us, but for the hurting and the struggling for the glory of Christ, and again, 
this takes effort to love others, and intentionality. We do not fall into this command but 
we have to volitionally seek to accomplish it. 

	 And please do not misunderstand me. I am not against social interaction or 
social fellowship. We need time just to enjoy one another and enjoy the company of 
one another. The accusation made against Jesus is that he was a glutton and a 
drunkard, and we know that was a false accusation, but it was made because he 
enjoyed these social gatherings. The problem is not that we have bbq’s or dinners and 
go out with others, the problem is so often they never go beyond the mere aspect of 
having very superficial relationships with one another. We never get past talking about 
the funny moments with our children or the weather or the latest sports story or 
whatever, and we never get to know one another, and we never get to really relate the 
gospel to our lives, struggles and hearts. We really might have many acquaintances but 
we might have only a few or no redemptive relationships, where we really care about 
others. We really want to invest our lives in individuals for the cause of Christ. 

	 Sometimes we might get overwhelmed by the needs of others when we start to 
see how needy they are, that it stifles us so much so that we do nothing. But the 
principle of hospitality is not to be paralyzed with inactivity. Don’t try to do too much. 
Start with little acts of mercy and hospitality. It might be a phone call, which says, I 
have been thinking about you and care about you. It might be taking the time to 
actually go out and buy a greeting card and write a little note and mail it to someone. It 
might be asking someone to go out for coffee or a lunch. Maybe inviting a family over 
for a dessert after supper. Be involved in table study on Wednesday night where you 
can build relationships. 

	 And know this: there will be times where we will want to reach out to others and 
you will be rejected, but remember, this is not about you but about loving Christ and 
others. Stay with it. Keep serving and keep obeying. 

	 As we look at our assets and time and where we use them, these are concrete 
ways that we can express our love for God and others. Remember what we said about 
living a life of being a living sacrifice in verse 1. Sacrifice always involves cost, and love 
always involves sacrifice. God has defined love, commanded love and shown us what 
love looks like. Let us seek to love one another in very concrete ways. 


