
Timing and Family

John 7:1-10


	 This is such a fascinating little section that is recorded in John’s gospel and not 
recorded in any of the other gospels. And the first two verses give us the introduction 
to this whole scene. Look at verse 1, “After this Jesus went about in Galilee. He 
would not go about in Judea, because the Jews were seeking to kill him.” Here we 
see the activities of Jesus, and that Jesus used prudence or wisdom in his movements 
and did not put himself unduly in harms way. The Jews were looking to kill him, and the 
Jews here are the religious leaders, and we saw the reason earlier in this gospel that 
the reason why is that he healed a man on the sabbath. Listen to 5:18, “This was why 
the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because not only was he breaking 
the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal 
with God.” As we will see in the passage, it was not his time to suffer. And as believers 
in Christ we should not be looking for trouble but seeking as much as possible to live 
quiet and peaceful lives as we seek to honour God and be light in the world. Jesus 
uses the normal means of providence not to put himself in harm’s way before his time. 

	 Now look at the second verse, “Now the Jews' Feast of Booths was at hand.” 
Now this is an important time element because remember, this is not a biography, but 
this is the Gospel of Jesus Christ. And John selects by inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
what information to put into this gospel so that we might know that Jesus is the Christ 
and have life through his name. And much time has passed from chapter 6 to chapter 
7. In chapter 6 the people that began following Jesus were going up to Jerusalem for 
the Passover, here they are going up to the Feast of Booths which was about six 
months later. It was one of three annual harvests - Passover and then fifty days later 
the Feast of Pentecost. The Feast of Booths was in the fall of the year and celebrated 
the bringing in of the harvest and the goodness of God. So there was a huge time gap 
in between these chapters. 

	 So the question becomes, why the huge gap in time? Why does John skip so 
much in the last year of ministry of Jesus? And the reason why is the connection with 
chapter 6. In chapter 6 we saw that Jesus fed the crowd of five thousand men plus 
women and children, and then we saw that he taught them that he was the Bread of 
Life and they needed to believe on him in order to have life, and even though the 
miracle was stunning and glorious and beyond doubt a miracle that authenticate who 
Jesus is, the vast majority departed and rejected Jesus because of his teaching. And 
there is always a contrast between darkness and light in this gospel. John 1:5 says, 
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” John 
1:9-11, “The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 
He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not 
know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.” Also, 
chapter 3;19-21, “And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and 
people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. For 
everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, 
lest his works should be exposed. But whoever does what is true comes to the 
light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God." 



And here all the way down to verse 13 we have these various responses to the light of 
Jesus. And the greater the light of Jesus shone, the greater the darkness tried to cover 
it or reject it. You can see that rejection or even hatred of Jesus Christ by the religious 
leaders who wanted to kill him. 

	 And this passage is important because it not only explains Jesus’ world but it 
also explains our world and what we can expect. And here tonight I want us to look at 
the interactions that Jesus has with his family members, and I hope this will be 
instructive for many who struggle with unsaved relations, and through it we might see 
the glory and greatness of our Lord. 


1. We need to know as believers we will be rejected by those we love. Vv. 3-5. 

	 We can learn many lessons through this passage. One is that we can know what 
to expect, even from those who know us the best, and who you think would believe us 
and support us. Because they love darkness and hate the light of Christ they will many 
times reject us. And many of you have been on the end of that rejection with family 
members. Some of you have had children that have departed from the faith, or 
brothers and sisters who want nothing to do with you because you simply believe the 
gospel, and some of you know the agony of even being rejected by your parents. And 
Jesus even warns us that belief in Jesus Christ will create that divide. Jesus says in 
Matt. 10:35-37, “For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter 
against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. And a 
person's enemies will be those of his own household. Whoever loves father or 
mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter 
more than me is not worthy of me.” Worship and faith in Jesus Christ creates that 
divide. We think that there must be something wrong but Jesus’ own family rejected 
him. 

	 Look at verse 3, “So his brothers said to him, ‘Leave here and go to Judea, 
that your disciples also may see the works you are doing.” Notice who is talking 
here are his brothers. And there is a distinction in between his brothers and his 
disciples, so John is not talking about follows and that should be evident in verse 5 
where it says they didn't believe in him. Now some teach that this is talking about 
cousins of Jesus, but the only reason for that interpretation is because of a 
preconceived belief in the perpetual virginity of Mary. The word here is very specific 
and means brothers. Also we have it taught elsewhere through the Scriptures that 
Jesus had siblings. Mark 3:31 says, “And his mother and his brothers came, and 
standing outside they sent to him and called him.” And listen to Matt. 13:55-56 
because it even names some of the bothers and mentions tat he had sisters, “Is not 
this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers 
James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? And are not all his sisters with us? 
Where then did this man get all these things?” And in Acts 1:14 names theme as 
part of the band of early believers after the resurrection of Jesus, “All these with one 
accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary 
the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.” Jesus of course was the oldest, born of the 
Virgin Mary, but Mary and Joseph had other children. James was the early leader in the 



church at Jerusalem, and Jude seems to be a younger brother of our Lord who wrote 
the epistle that bears his name. But here there is no belief in Christ. 

	 Now here is the question we have to grapple with. When the brothers says in 
verses 3-4, “Leave and go to Judea, that your disciples also may see the works 
you are doing. For no one works in secret if he seeks to be known openly. If you 
do these things, show yourself to the world,” what do they mean by this? Because 
this is not a statement of faith which is evident in verse 5, so what do they mean? And 
we really do not know. There are a number of different interpretations of these words. 
One is that they are like the crowds of chapter 6 who wanted to take Jesus by force 
and crown him king. They want Jesus to go to Jerusalem and make himself known and 
reign and rule. Imagine what life would be like to have royalty as part of the family. And 
what they are after is fame and prestige and all their desires satisfied just like the 
crowd. It is unbelief. They are following Jesus for all the wrong reasons. 

	 Others look at this passage as sarcasm and disdain with Jesus and his claims to 
be Messiah. It is almost like Joseph’s brothers who see him coming in the distance in 
Gen. 37:19, “They said to one another, ‘Here comes this dreamer.’” Even though 
they saw Joseph’s holiness of life that hated him for what he said. Here Jesus is hated 
and mocked by his brothers. It is almost like a sarcastic challenge. Jesus if you want to 
be known go to Jerusalem and show yourself. After all you are doing this just seeking 
self attention. In fact look how they end that challenge, “show yourself to the world.” It 
is over the top mockery. Yet the reader realizes that Jesus has come to show himself to 
the world but in a much different manner than we could have ever imagined. 

	 And however we interpret these words, we know that they were a challenge to 
Jesus because we read in verse 5, “For not even his brothers believed in him.” There 
is a couple of things to point out here. First the word “even” show how great the 
rejection of Jesus. Remember, the greater the light and the greater the darkness wants 
to reject that light that even the siblings of Jesus reject him. And that is the second 
thing: of all the people you would expect to believe on him it was his family members 
because they grew up with him. They saw his life. But it once again shows us the 
hardness of the human heart. 

	 Let me give a couple lessons that we can glean from this. I believe many times 
believers beat themselves up because family members have rejected them and might 
even be hostile to them. Some of you have had that. Some of you have had siblings 
turn against you or mother and father have disowned you. Or maybe you have done 
your best to train your children to follow Christ but they have forsaken Christ. Listen to 
what J.C. Ryle writes, “blame themselves because their families remain worldly 
and unbelieving. But let them look at the verse before us. In our Lord Jesus Christ 
there was no fault either in temper, word, or deed. Yet even Christ’s own ‘brethren 
did not believe in Him.’” And even those who are parents. Think of it - Mary and 
Joseph knew the truth of Jesus, and these were the parents of these men. They had 
the witness of the parents to the significance of Jesus. They had the example of Jesus 
growing up. They witnessed no doubt many of his miracles yet they did not believe. 
Spiritual privilege does not make anyone a believer. We have to take encouragement 
and strength that much of what we suffer our Lord has already suffered. We can trust in 
him. Remember Hebrews 4:15, “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 



sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted 
as we are, yet without sin.”

	 The other lesson although this rejection is painful, God has given us so many 
meaningful and cherished relationships. It is so easy to look what you do not have and 
not see the glorious blessings of God send our way. Listen to Mark 10:29-30, “Jesus 
said, ‘Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters 
or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who will 
not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and 
mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come 
eternal life.” God has given us fathers and mothers and brothers and sisters. And our 
closest relations in this life are our spiritual relations in Christ. We are the household of 
faith - the family of God. And this is not to say that blood relations do not matter, but 
there is only one blood that ultimately matters, and it is the blood of Christ that unites 
us together in Jesus Christ. Praise God for his goodness. Praise God for the family of 
God! In the midst of painful rejection he gives us so much more. 


2. We need to see the patient love of Christ in the midst of rejection. Vv. 6-9. 

	 What we see here in the response of Jesus is not what we usually see when 
individuals mock, reject and make all kind of false accusations against us. And the 
response of Jesus has two key components. One is love and gentleness. He doesn't 
come out with guns blazing and fiery rhetoric that is so often the case. Often when 
people say something about us we want to really say something about them. We want 
them to hurt, or injure them, or get our pound of flesh, and we feel so justified in doing 
so. And what we end up doing is hardening individuals in sin rather than leaving the 
door open to repentance and faith in Christ. The other thing we see here is that Jesus 
is not deterred from his calling and ministry. And you can see that in he doesn't take up 
the challenge of the brothers. He could have easily gone and shown many wonders in 
Jerusalem at this time. But what he does is show the error and sin of their hearts 
through the words he says. He keeps speaking truth of their need of him. And that is so 
important that we have a gospel perspective in all our relationships especially in the 
hard and difficult and painful ones. It is all about God and his will. 

	 So look at verse 6, “Jesus said to them, ‘My time has not yet come, but your 
time is always here.” Jesus doesn’t deny the truth that he will be known publicly and 
proclaimed as the great Messiah and Lord. And when Jesus speaks that his hour is not 
yet, he is definitely talk about his substitutionary death. Here I think when he talks 
about time it is different, and that is when he is publicly known and loved and 
cherished and worshiped. And we know that when Jesus comes back he will be 
proclaimed as King. But there is a great truth here that Jesus’ whole life is under the 
timetable of God. It is all mapped out by him and Jesus will not step out of that 
timetable. He will not go and do what his brothers want done either sarcastically and 
realistically. 

	 But what does he mean when he says, “but your time is always here”? And it 
seems to be a mild rebuke of their unbelief. Jesus is being gentle but truthful to them. 
And you can see that as he continues in the next verse, “The world cannot hate you, 
but it hates me because I testify about it that its works are evil.” They say show 



yourself to the world, display your greatness. And it is not the works or the miracles 
that people reject. But the testimony of Jesus - why he came to be the light, to show 
them their sin and need of him. Your time is here because you are part and parcel of 
this evil world that rejects my light. And it is amazing here because it is only when 
Jesus separates himself from his brothers and does not follow their desires that he 
really loves. Because by separating from them he carries out the Father’s will, and 
rather be celebrated in Jerusalem he will die for their sins. 

	 So look at verse 8, “You go up to the feast. I am not going up to this feast, 
for my time has not yet fully come." He is not saying that he is not going up to the 
feast but he is not going up at this time and for their purpose. He will go separate from 
them. His time has not fully come. And then we have the end of the paragraph in verse 
9 with the statement, “After saying this, he remained in Galilee.” He did not go. He 
did not carry out their challenge or their will, but kept entrusting himself to the perfect 
timing and the perfect will and plan of God. 

	 And it is amazing to look at the three festivals of the Jews. Because when you 
look at the Feast of Booths or Tabernacles, it was a feast of celebration. Again, it was 
in the Fall of the year and celebrated that the end of the harvest was at hand. The 
Israelites would makes themselves booths out of sheaves and stay in them to 
remember the wilderness wandering. But it celebrated God’s goodness and had the 
meaning of consummation and conquest. All was done. And it looked forward to the 
coming of the great King to come and rule in his eternal kingdom. And this is what his 
brothers were taunting him to do. Go to Jerusalem and be crowned King - show 
yourself. It is much like the temptation of Satan in the wilderness when Satan showed 
Jesus all the kingdoms of the world and said that he would give them to him if he 
would bow down in worship him. It is the kingdom without the cross, without the agony 
and rejection. Go Jesus, show yourself. We will see next week that he went, but he 
goes as a faithful Jew under the law, in love of His Father. But he will not go to make 
himself known. He will not take the crown. 

	 And Jesus will go to Jerusalem to make himself known, but it will be at a 
different feast. It will be at the feast of Passover. He will come as our Passover Lamb. 
His time has not yet come. Christ carries out the will of the Father, carries out his 
timetable and not man’s. And we should be so thankful for that, because if there is a 
crown without a cross then there is no hope for Christianity. 

	 We live during the time of the other feast, and that is Pentecost, fifty days after 
Passover, and the festival occurs on not the Sabbath, which is Saturday, but on 
Sunday, the day of resurrection. And it announced the beginning of the summer 
harvest. And that is what this day and age are about - bringing in the harvest. There are 
not many labourers but the harvest is great. And no matter the opposition we, like 
Jesus are to recognize the will of God in all our relationships and even the tough ones. 
We are God’s servants, his labourers to represent him and do his will. And let me just 
challenge all of us to make God central even in our hard relationships. We all have 
them. Be his representative in the midst of darkness. Remember the time and the age 
and seek to make much of him. 


