
Yes, God is in Perfect Control!

Romans 11:25-32


	 As we come to this paragraph Paul brings his whole argument that God has not 
discarded his Old Testament chosen people to a conclusion. And really this whole 
section began way back in chapter 9 where we had the question raised about Israel. 
Did the purposes of God fail because Israel had been given the Scriptures, the 
covenants and promises and yet they did not come to Christ? And if God somehow 
failed with Israel can those blessed truths of our security in Jesus Christ taught in 
chapter 8 really be counted on? And when you come to this paragraph it is not only the 
climax of chapter 11 but the climax of chapters 9-11. 

	 And what we have here is the final act of God in the redemptive historical drama 
that is playing out here on planet earth. Paul lets us in on the mystery that a partial 
hardening has happen to Israel at this time that he might bring many Gentiles to Christ, 
but all of Israel will be saved. God will bring to pass his promises to the Israelites that 
he gave in the Old Testament and there will be an abundance of salvation. And we can 
see that major point articulated in verse 25. In the rest of the paragraph he explains 
and proves that point. In verses 26-27 he proves it from Scripture. In verses 28-29 we 
see the irrevocable and unswerving faithfulness to God’s elective promises. He will 
bring this to pass. And then in verses 30-32, God’s working manifests that he shows no 
partiality to any people. Israel’s hardening could suggest an imbalance in God’s 
treatment of ethnic groups, preferring Gentiles to Jews, but this last act will show that 
God treated all fairly. 

	 Now this highly theological mystery section has a message for us. It is not just 
here to let us know what God is going to do in the future. But there are two messages 
that speak so loudly from the text. The first is to combat what Paul has been 
combating all the way through this chapter and that is Gentiles pride, that God has 
chosen the Gentiles over the Jews, and some Gentiles believers looking down on the 
Jews. God has a plan for the Jews and they have not been discarded by God. And 
believers have made the mistake of either highly elevating Israel as over above other 
people. They are humanity like us, and sinful like us, and need the same Saviour as us. 
Some today give a special status to Israel above other people and other nations. The 
other mistake is to go in the other direction. They rejected and killed Jesus, and 
persecuted the apostles and other early believers and God has discarded them and we 
should do the same. And again, replacement theology through the centuries has bread 
anti-Semitism. God will move in the hearts of those whom he has hardened. There is 
no place for anti-Semitism or racism against any in the church. God is an impartial to 
all and gracious to us. 

	 The second message that comes out of this text, and it is easy to see but so 
often not applied to our lives is - God is the one who is in control of history. He is 
directing history to that intended end. And if we are believers in Christ this morning, we 
know that truth. We say a hearty amen to the fact that God is sovereign - reigning and 
ruling and directing all of human history toward an intended end that will most benefit 
his people, and give the greatest glory to his name. Praise God. And people are 
fascinated by biblical prophecy. They come up with complicated explanations in texts, 
and they start looking for clues about what is to come, and often read a message that 



is not there. And God in his goodness has pulled the curtain back and revealed some 
of what is going to take place in the future. But so often we miss the message of the 
here and now. If God is in control and directing all of human history toward an intended 
end, then he is in absolute control of my life in the here and now. 

	 I know many believers parrot that, and quote Romans 8:28, but let me ask you: 
do you believe that of is in control of everything in all what looks chaotic and 
purposeless and agonizing in your life? Passages like this scream that message. And if 
we truly believe that message there is a way that we will respond to the trials and 
difficulties of life. God is in control, we can rest in him. So I want us to look at this 
passage and it is such a humbling and glorious and other-worldly truths that our lives 
are in the hands of another. So I want us to walk through verse 25 and get a clear 
meaning of the text, and then we will make some application to our own lives and 
hearts. 


1. We need to see the meaning. V.25-26b.

	 One of the things that I think we forget is how practical theology is. Theology is 
simply by definition the study of God. And we are all theologians. Some believers say 
they are not theologians, and then the question has to be asked whether they believe in 
God? And if they say, yes they do, then what do I they believe about God, Christ, 
salvation? You see that is theology. And what we truly believe should have a profound 
effect on how we live, and our own attitudes in the deepest recesses of our hearts. We 
are all Christian theologians. But so often the problem is not with the knowledge of the 
God of the Scriptures, but with our lack of applying those truths to our lives and hearts. 
The truths of chapters 9-11 such as election, have caused so many to have big chests 
and they are meant to do the exact opposite, and so it is with this paragraph. This 
paragraph indicates that there is only one who is great and it is not you or me, but the 
sovereign God of our salvation. 

	 So look how Paul begins here, “Lest you be wise in your own sight.” Again, 
this is the main argument. No doubt some Gentile believers in the church may have 
been boasting to the minority of Jewish believers that they have been replaced as the 
people of God. Now look at what he says as he continues, “I do not want you to be 
unaware of this mystery.” Paul does not want them to be ignorant of a biblical truth or 
a mystery that he is about to make known. And Paul is moving forward from 
exhortation to prophecy here. And remember what a biblical mystery is. It is not 
something difficult to find out, and only those with keen perception can find out and 
understand. No, it is something that was unknown in ages past but revealed by God at 
some point through revelation of how God would act and bring about. So it is all ready 
decided, and a done deal. This is what will come to pass. This is divine revelation that 
is given by God to Paul and now given to us. 

	 So what is this mystery? And there are three parts to the mystery revelation that 
Paul gives right here. And let me give them and then we will walk through it. First, there 
is right now a partial hardening on Israel. Second, that hardening will end when the 
fullness of the Gentiles is complete, and thirdly, this is the real core of the mystery or 
the culmination of the mystery is all Israel will be saved. Now some will say that all 
Israel will be saved has already been revealed in the O.T., and they would be absolutely 
right. We have it in verses like Zech. 12:10, “"And I will pour out on the house of 



David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and pleas for mercy, so 
that, when they look on me, on him whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for 
him, as one mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps 
over a firstborn.” So how is this a mystery? And the mystery here is in the sequence. 
How God will bring this culmination about, and that is where we come to the three 
parts. 

	 So let us look at them. The first is, “a partial hardening has come upon 
Israel.” Notice the key here is a hardening has happened, and that hardening is 
certainly judicial in nature, and according to God’s freedom to do whatsoever he wants. 
None deserve his grace. But notice it is only a partial hardening. Now some try to 
stretch the meaning here and say that it means that they only lacked some of their 
sensibilities, and still were able on their own to come to Christ. But this has to be 
interpreted in light of the context, and the context is seen in the first part of this chapter 
where God now has saved a remnant out of Israel. Some Jews, not the majority, and 
they will certainly be a minority in the church, but some Jews come to Christ through 
the effective grace of God. Here again you see God’s sovereign hand coming to pass. 
He is in control. 

	 But this hardening is only temporary and not permanent, because look at the 
next clause, “until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.” Look at the word “until.” 
It is indicating that there is coming a time when the partial hardening of Israel will stop, 
and that is when “the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.” And the word “fullness” 
means come to completion or its end. It is speaking of this time in God’s program 
where we see vast numbers of Gentiles over against the number of Jews come to 
salvation. It is not saying that in the age to come there will be no Gentiles saved, but 
there is going to be a reversal. This time that we are witnessing will come to an end. 
Again, salvation will still be through the shed blood of Christ and trusting in him. But to 
humble many of these Gentile believers’ hearts Paul is indicating that God has a 
wonderful future and grace held out to Israel. 

	 And look at the third aspect in verse 26, “And in this way all Israel will be 
saved.” Now think of it because many will say that Israel has been replaced by the 
church and that this is just talking about that there will be Jewish believers that will be 
saved over time. But there is no way that you can have that interpretation. For one 
reason there is no mystery in that. God has been saving a remnant from the Jews since 
the foundation of the church. We have seen through its history only a partial hardening. 
Paul and the other apostles are evidence of that. But the second thing is that this is a 
contrast, between what we see now, and what is to come, between the not many now 
and the all that will come. That is the glory of the verse. Look at the verse again, “all 
Israel will be saved.” Now some will even say, well we are the true Israel, and he is just 
talking about the massive salvation to come. But it must be easy to see through this 
passage that he is contrasting Gentile believers with Jewish believers. He is talking 
about ethnic groups. So when he says “all Israel will be saved,” we know he is talking 
about ethnic Israel. There is no other way to take that phrase. But the message here is 
to see that God has full control of history and redemptive history. He has partially 
hardened Israel for the purpose of bring in the fullness of the Gentiles, this massive 
salvation among the people of the world, and when that comes to pass, He will save all 



Israel, all those who are living during that time frame. Behold our God seated on his 
throne! So now here is the question: what is the main point of this text? Why has Paul 
laboured and will continue to labour to show us the glory of God working in salvation 
history? And I think this is what gets lost so often as we bicker about how God works 
in history. 


2. The main purpose of this text is to humble our hearts. V.25. 

	 You can see that at the beginning of the text, “Lest you be wise in your own 
sight.” Another version has conceited in your own estimation. We can be puffed up 
and arrogant in how we think of ourselves and how we think of the unbelievers in 
general. And may I say that what Paul is talking about here is uniquely a Gentiles pride. 
But the question can be how are we proud? How are we arrogant when it comes to 
Gentile dominance in the church? Well, let me name a few ways. 

	 First, we think that we have the plan of God so figured out. Some call 
themselves Biblical prophecy experts, and they are always looking at current events 
and trying to read them back into Biblical prophecy. And one of the things that we 
should have seen over the last fifty years is how we do not know what we think we 
know. And so it is with the church. Individuals look at the church as the pinnacle of 
God’s movement in redemptive history. So they think there is no way that God could 
take up his program or somehow bless the Jews again with great salvation because 
that would be a step back in the glory of God rather than a step forward. One system 
of theology that has emphasized that God is done with the Jews is call post-
millennialism, which emphasized that the church would conquer the rule and after it 
had after that Jesus Christ would return. Lorraine Bottner wrote a very influential book 
in the last century about the merits of this theology. 

	 He wrote, “The redemption of the world … is a long slow process, extending 
through the centuries, yet surely approaching an appointed goal. We live in the 
day of advancing victory and see the conquest taking place. From the human 
viewpoint there are many apparent setbacks, and it often looks as though the 
forces of evil are about to gain the upper hand. But as one age succeeds another, 
there is progress. Looking back across the nearly two thousand years that have 
elapsed since the coming of Christ, we see that there has been marvelous 
progress. All over the world, pagan religions have had their day and are 
disintegrating. None of them can stand the open competition of Christianity. They 
await only the coup de grace of an aroused and energetic Christianity to send 
them into oblivion.… The Church must conquer the world, or the world will 
destroy the church. Christianity is the system of truth, the only one that through 
the ages has had the blessing of God upon it. We shall not expect the final fruition 
within our lifetime, nor within this century. But the goal is certain and the outcome 
sure. The future is as bright as the promises of God. The great requirement is 
faith that the Great Commission of Christ will be fulfilled through the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit and preaching of the everlasting Gospel.” 

	 And certainly there is much truth in his words. There is nothing more powerful 
than the gospel of Jesus Christ. But Bottner wrote at a time when the West was at its 



peak. But as we look in our countries now, Christianity is on the decline. Islam is the 
most popular religion even in England now. In third world countries Christianity is 
growing but certainly other religions are also growing. Paul speaking of the coming of 
Christ speaks of the man of lawlessness on that day in 2Thess 2:3-4, “Let no one 
deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the rebellion comes 
first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who 
opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so 
that he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God.” That 
hardly sounds like a utopia that post-millennialist many timers trumpets. Peter 
speaking about the last days says in 2Pet. 2:1-2, “But false prophets also arose 
among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you, who will 
secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, 
bringing upon themselves swift destruction. And many will follow their sensuality, 
and because of them the way of truth will be blasphemed.” That certainly does not 
speak of the triumph of the church. We have to be so careful that we think that we have 
God figured out, and what he will do. He has told us what he will do, and beyond that it 
is at best wishful thinking or just adding to the scriptures themselves. Here we know 
that God is going to save bountifully and gloriously the Jewish nation through the grace 
of Christ. God is never limited by our speculations. It is arrogance that we think we 
have it all figured out. 

	 The other thing that Paul is battling over is pride leads to thinking that other 
people are hopeless. Yes, we are all sinners. Jesus preached to the lost sheep of Israel 
and they rejected that message, and therefore God has abandoned them forever. Isn’t 
God’s grace greater than that? We measure some sins as irredeemable, beyond 
forgiveness. In other words, and here comes the pride, ours were not as bad. And 
certainly this has to be the Jews who mocked and delivered up Christ to be crucified. 
But the thing that I find amazing about the grace of God is the first Christian sermon is 
preached on the Day of Pentecost where? Right in Jerusalem to many of the people 
who were responsible for mocking Christ while he hung on the cross, and even before 
that called for his crucifixion. 

	 When we think that we are above people it leads to hatred of those people, and 
not compassion and mercy. And this has led through the ages, this Gentile pride to 
hatred against the Jewish people. Martin Luther is one of our hero’s of the faith. And 
many times he talked about showing the Jews Christian love and holding out the 
gospel to them, but many times he incited hatred and even violence against them. He 
wrote, “There is no other explanation for this than the one cited earlier from 
Moses - namely, that God has struck [the Jews] with 'madness and blindness and 
confusion of mind' [Deuteronomy 28:28]. So we are even at fault in not avenging 
all this innocent blood of our Lord and of the Christians which they shed for three 
hundred years after the destruction of Jerusalem, and the blood of the children 
they have shed since then (which still shines forth from their eyes and their skin). 
We are at fault in not slaying them.” 

	 And this is where Pride ends so many times. This is why the doctrine of 
salvation is so important. We are saved by grace and grace alone. There is nothing 
superior about us. There is nothing that God needs in us or that would bend God’s love 



toward us. That is humbling. And the other is the doctrine of God’s absolute 
sovereignty. He can do whatever he wants to do. We are under him and his plan. He is 
not under our plan. May God help us and humble us beneath his mighty hand. 


